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SHIP'S HISTORY

US5 BELENAP (DLG-26), the first of a new class of guided missile frigates, is the second ship of the
U5, Navy to bear this name. She is named after RADM George Eugene Belknap, USN (1832-1903) and his
son, RADM Reginald Rowan Belknap, USN (1871-1959). She was christened by Mrs, Leonard B. Cresswell,
the grand-daughter and daughter of the RADM's Belknap, and was launched by the Bath Iron Works, Bath,
Maine on 20 July 1963. BELENAP was commissioned on 7 November 1964 at Boston Naval Shipyard, Boston,
Massachusetts, at which time Captain John T. Law took command as her first Commanding Officer.

After spending over a year conducting special trials, testz, and under-going a brief shipyard availa-
hility, BELKNAP ecommenced her Shakedown Training at Guantanamo Bay, Cuoba in February of 1966. After
@ highly suecessful training period, BELENAP joined the United States SECOND Fleet and became a full-
fledged eperational member of the Atlantic Fleet,

In July 1966, Captain Ernest C. Hipp, Jr., USN relieved Captain Law as Commanding Officer. The fol-
lowing August, BELKNAFP joined 1S, United Kingdom, Norwegian, and other NATO wnits for a combined
MATO operation conducted off the coast of Norway. This operation carried her north of the Arciic Cirele
and she became a member of the select “Blue Nose” society. Upon conclusion of the operation,
BELENAF’s officers and men enjoved four delightful days of liberty in Stockholm, Sweden before return-
ing to their homeport, Morfolk, Va.

After returning to Norfolk in September 1966, and after only three weeks of preparation, BELENAP
departed for her first extended deployment and duty with the SIXTH Fleet in the Mediterranean. After four
maonths of operations that included visits to ports in France, Italy, Greece, and Turkey, she returned to
Morfolk in February 1967.

BELKNAF departed Norfolk on 5 September 1967 for a tour of duty with the 17.8. SEVENTH Fleet
and Task Force T7. Having passed through the FIRST Fleet on her way to her assignment, BELKNAP has
acquired the distinction of being one of, if not the enly U.S. Navy ship to serve in all four major numbered
Fleets within a nine month period.

SHIP’S PURPOSE

During this deployment, BELKENAP was charged with the task of PIRAZ (Positive Identification and
Radar Advisory Zone) station. It was her job to keep track of all aircraft over the entire Gulf of Tonkin
which often numbered well over a hundred. She also acted as a rest and refeeling station for the SAR
iSearch And Hescue) Helicopters which dally save the lives of many downed pilots and aircrewmen.

Originally designed as an offensive ship capable of anti-air, anti-surface, or anti-submarine warfare,
BELKNAFP could not have managed a job as large as that of PIRAZ were it not for her computerized Tactical
Data System.




COMMANDING OFFICER
CAPTAIN E. C. HIPP, JR., USN

Captain Emest C. Hipp, Jr., U.5. Navy, was In July 149, he reported to headguarters First
born in Clinton, South Carolina on 2 October 1¥20. Naval District as Aide, first to VADM Hewlett The-
His parents are Mrs. Mac E. Hipp and the late baod, and later VADM John L. McCrea, Upon com-

Ernest . Hipp. He martied the lormer Sh.u'!e:.r pletion of almost three years there he was ordered
Mahar of Westfield, Massachuseits, on Augu - m.&l:uimg DMficer, USS WHEATEAR {AM-
They have three sons, David, Jeffrey, andal nwhich capacity he served for two years. It
The family resides at 1625 Five Forks | ime that he was ordered to the Naval
ginia Beach. . = ge, Wewport, Rhode Island, for Command

Captain Hipp is a graduate of Presbyterian Col- h& Vand Staff codfse of ingtruction. Upon completion he
lege of South Carolina (B.5. Chemlsr.r a.m;t the U.§——~ to the Bureau of Naval Personnel, where he
MNaval Academy (Class of 1944} with  B.S degree. | served as head of the Warrant Officer Section for
He iz also a praduate of the Maval ¥ i N o - In July 1557, he was ordered as Execy:
both the Maval Warfare and the Comrma 1S5 MITSCHER (DL-2) and s0 served
COUFEes, Tpon completion of this tour, he was

After imitial commissioning in (15 | Officer, USS HALE (DD-842} from
Hipp underwent a ten-week Aviation Te until July 1960, when he reported lo
server Training period. Following thig: he aval ? ' College for the Naval Warfare coarse.
to USS ANTHONY (DD-515) for the remair 1861 to September 1963 he served as
World War I, serving successively as ABsis ¢ and Personnel Officer on the Staff of
nery Officer, Gunnery Officer, and Exetn : Destm}'er Force {later Croiser-De-
cer. Upon decommissioning of ANTHO in- ApTi sEroyer Force) U8, Atlantic Fleet. After fifteen
106, he was ordered as Executive Officer, -"=" 1 nths as Commander Destroyer Division SIX

DOYLE (DMS-34) and served in this capacity for al- TWO, he reported as Chief of Staff and Aide to Com-
most two vears. This was followed by successive mander Cruoiser-Destroyer Flotilla EIGHT in
tours as Commanding Cfficer of the USS PCE-891 February 1965. Relieved as Chief of Staff in June
and A% 1966, he assumed command of US5 BELEMAP

(DLG-26) in July 1966

Authorized medals and awards include; Com-
mendation Ribbon with Combat “V'", Navy Unit
Commendation (US55 ANTHONY DD-G615), Amer-
ican Defense, American Theater, Asiatic-Pacific
Theater with B battle stars, World War II Victory,
Occupation, China Serviee, National Defense, and
Philippine Liberation.







COMMANDING OFFICER
CAPTAIN J.H. ALDRICH, USN -

Captain Aldrich is a native of Savannah,
Georgia. He was born there on 25 September 1920,
and attended Savannah Schools. In June 1340, he

From July to Seplember 134
Aldrich was assigned at the Naval Airfits
sonville, Florida, as an aviation techiies
following which he reported aboard
{DD-527), He served aboard AMME
months seeing service in the Pacific :

In 1945, Captain Aldrich reported 3o
ERBEN (DD-631) for duty. Subsequently
tours of duty in USS O'HARE (DD-E83)
JOHNSTON (DD-821), In July 1948, he rep
COMDESRON FOUR for staff duty. In ARg
1948, Captain Aldrich went to Fort Bliss, Texas
instruction at the Army, Navy and Air Force Guide

Missile School, Upon Completion of this course, he'

reported to Washington, D.C. for duty with the
Guided Missiles Division in OPNAV.

i
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E

in July 1952, Captain Aldrich was transferred
to USS MACON (CA-132) for duty as Gunnery Of-
icer. In the latter part of 1954, he reporied fo
il ake, California as Assistant Experimental
the MNaval Ordnance Test Station. In
Japtain Aldrich again returned to sea
3 [ "-: { ative Officer aboard USS MURRAY

@!;;,5-:‘* in February 1958, he took command

53 HASILONE (DDE-824).

4’ P A4 958, Captain Aldrich returned ashore
1 @ Armed Forces Staff College. Early in
: sd o BUWEPS as Assistant Direc-
aiMilitary Personnel Division and later as
{he Polaris Mizsile Production and Fleet
ez Soction of the Special Projects Officer.
In September 1963, he reported to Roosevelt Roads,

g zs Commander CARIBTEVDET, OPTEVFOHR.
4" In January 1965, Captain Aldrich took command
of USS MAUNA LOA (AE-8), His campaign and
service medals inelude the Pacific Theater with five
stars, American Theater, Philippine Liberation
with two stars, Navy Occupation, World War IT Vie-
tory, National Defense and Armed Forces
Expeditionary.

From January 1966 until November 1967, Cap-
tain Aldrich was Head, Cruiser Destroyer and Un-
derway Replenishment Ship Warfare Branch, Strike
Warlare Division Office of CNO. On 8 December
1967, he assumed command of USS BELENAF
{DLG-261.

Captain Aldrich and his wife, the former
Virginia Cornell of Savannah, Georgia, with two of
their children make their home in Melean, Vir-
ginia, Their elder som, James Jr., graduated from
the Naval Academy as a member of the Class of
1967, and is currently serving in USS SELLERS
{DDG-111,

Ed I'I.- ]
<UiEs,"
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CHANGE OF COMMAND
December 8, 1967

The day before BELKNAP pulled out for her sec-
and line peried, Captain James H. Aldeich relieved
Captain Ernest C. Hipp as the Commanding Officer,

COMMAND AT SEA

“When a Commander has, by tact, patience, jus-
tice, and firmness, each exercised in its proper turm,
produced such an impression upon those under his
orders in a ship of war, he has only to await the ap-
pearance of his enemy’s top-sails gpon the horizon, | |
In one word, every Commander should keep constantly
before him the great truth, that to be well obeved he
musk be perfectly esteamed.”’

John FPaul Jones




EXECUTIVE OFFICER

COMMANDER W. E. O'LEARY,
USN

Commander Williamm E. O'Leary, U5 Navy,
was born in Milton, Massachosetts, on 2 July 1529,
Hiz parents are Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 5. O'Leary
who still reside in Milton. Commander O'Leary
graduated from the Massachusetts Maritioe Acad-
emy in 1951 with a Bachelor of Science degree.
He has been married to the former Frances (" Keefle
af Charleston, South Carolina since 17 October 1953
Thev have three children, Eevin, Mona and Martin,
The Family currently resides at 1214 Byron Road,
Charleston, South Carolina.

After initial commizsioning in 1951, Com-
mander O'Leary reported aboard the USS RABY
(DEC-698), serving successively as First Lieufen-
ant, CIC Officer, and Operations Officer. Upon de-
commissioning the HABY in December 1553, he
was ordered to the USS HAWEK { AMS-17) as Execu-
tive Officer. Commander FLeary served in this

capacity for eight months before he was ordered to
the UUS5 SHRIKE (MSC-201) as Prospective Com-
manding Officer. He placed the SHRIKE in com-
mission in March 1955 and became her firgt Com-
manding Officer. From .June 195 until February
1957 Commander O°'Leary served as Flag Lieuten-
ant to Commander, Croiser Dhivigion One. His next
assignment was as Force Personnel Officer for
Commander Atlantic Mine Force, a position he held
until December 1958 Nine months of temporary
duty at the General Line School, Monterey, Califor-
nia, preceded Commiander O Leary's assignment as
Operations Officer of the USS DAVIS (DD-837) out
of Newport, Rhode Island. He left the DAVIS in
December 1962 to become the Assistant Plans Of-
ficer on the Staff of Commander Cruizer-Destroyer
Force, Atlantic Fleet Commander O'Leary
reported aboard BELENAP as Executive Officer
aller serving one vear tour with the U5, Naval Ad-
visory Group in Vietnam, headguartered in Saigon.

Authorized medals and awards include the Navy
Commendation Medal, Navy Expeditionary Medal,
Mational Defense Medal and the Vietnam Service
Medal,




THE CREW

What makes a crew? Men.

We are, then, first of all, men;
individuals, with individual lives
and mdwv:lua‘t juﬁs We are me-

L-h-&rm:s L&hﬂﬂ:ﬁiﬁa plmnhers

ha!:ers ﬂaehi‘m i madlf's.

T "i'!"gputers,, I:nu:t pﬂ.ﬂi us

ﬂi’«:f_ eltier, ﬂlﬁg% ma .m,
Ll “

Zle, hn-d :.'uu"hil;:.e iha'ﬁlrnnmplmt hu
man rnall:hll:ll!'r'l."L ihhﬂt 'hnnga the
nuts and bolts of a ship to life.

We are the spark of life that is

the heart of any fighting ship,




WEAPONS

DEPARTMENT







DIVISION

LTI J. P, Bedch
AW OFFICER

Sonarmen are the ears of a ship and their quarry is the
gilent, unseen enemy submarine. However, in the shallow waters
of Tonkin Gull, the men of AS Division supplied radio talkers,
preumatic tube operators, and data recorders to bolster the
team required to handle the heavy load in CIC. These men de-
veloped a new Kind of expendable BT in their spare time.

Wil JE. Boon
BONAR MAINTEMANCE
OFFHCER




ET1 W, Starr
811 ¢, Kerekes
ST2 L. Warren

ETG2 R, Juergens
STEE [, Oliver
STE3 G, Blum

STGEC, Heeves .
STi=2 F. Gorzkl
TMIER. Schmite




You blew how many moreT

HTOSEN 1, Hoar
STGSN W Leanard
STGEN K. Callelia

BTSN T Dewvims
BTGSM M, Spati
STGSA C, Brugge
SN M. Jimenez







M$S s,
DIVISION LCDRL & Ackart

MISEILE S¥5TEME OFFICER

LT. J. Chanard
MIESILE 3YETEMS OFFICER

Missiles were our first line of defense against the ever-
present threat of air attack. Although MS supplied men for vari-
ous other jobs, they still had to maintain a round-the-clock
readiness to meet any threat. Fortunately, it was never neces-
sary to use our missiles, and aside from scaring the wits out
of the Air Force, these men found time to present various
award-winning television specials for the CIC viewers.

LTHG M. B Mankn
MISEILE ORDNANCE OFFICER

EMS R.W. Byvroa
FIRE CONTROL OFFICER




FTCS . Hall

MO Watier

'|-|J"‘I

FTHIC.. Hill

DL ) Carmden
GRMI [ Mabone
GGMMZ E Hibhe

FTMA F. Mewszel I,

GMMET. Stevens
GMMEN . Eagle

GMBMSN J. Lange
GRASM L. Mart
GRMASN D Sullivan

FTMIG . Bennets
FTME V. Letourneas
FTMAM B Sitler

FTHI H. MoComzey

FTH2 E. Bakun
.,
ll ‘
: A ,
I_‘_I"' -'- i\!- -r




FTM1 [, Hodihan
FTM2 M. Abbalt
FTME F. Crablres

FTM3.J. Ely
FTMSEN F. Johfson
SN M. Vargason

FTH1 R, Murtagh
FTHE [, Ramsey

FTHE ). Kitchell
FTM2 K. Andersan

FTHi3 J. Stephenson
FTMa T, Schulthais
FTH2 P Laughlin
FTM3 H, Tortorics

FTH2 A {Hin
FTGAT, Mooman
FTm2 ), Price
FTM3 J, MeCubhin Jr.







¢ DIVISION

The Gunnery Division has the constant task of maintaining
the conventional guns and their control equipment against the
ravages of the sall spray, stack gas, and helicopter jet wash,
These guns were our main defense against PT and missile boat
attacks which were on our minds from attacks made many
months earlier. While the F'T's kept their equipment up 100% of
the time to track slow balloons and fast Tonkin spooks, the Gun-
ners Mates logged in the ship’s best down time,




GA0EE W, Jardan
(:i62 ). Fenpell

GG G, ShewaEr
GG Sand

GMOGEN . Gussler
5N B, Smith

GMGSEN R Chime lewski
GMGSN K. Fiuch

D i!N ER
MAN

KILLER




Mow liberty call!

FT(2 A, Brown
FT3 0. Gonzales
FTGA R, Buckley

FTGSN B. Body

FTGSN E. Hoenshell

FTGSN W, Staley
FTGC D. Dean







DECK
DIVISION

The job of maintaining the exterior of the entire ship is nor-
mally quite enough to keep the Deck Division busy, but during
this cruize, they were called upon to supply men to work in Radio
Central, in CIC, and on the Helo Crew. They spent countless
hours guiding the ship around ber small area in the Gulf, and they
still managed 1o maintain the good looks of the ship. As a matter
of fact, they repainted so many times that if the ship returns to
WestPac again, Mary Sue is thinking of hiring them out.




M Neoendar]
BN MeEes
SN R Pesi

5N K. Garcia
sl . Porter
SNT. Gare

5MH. Cowie
M H. MoGough
SN E. Filzgerald

BMI C. Regwes
B C. Lane
BMI.. Lee

al

F

EN C. Taylr
SN H. Schlipp
SN R, Timney

&M R Fiegerald
5N W, Parmenter
ZN L. Strupczewski

DD D

€7




SN E., Killeen
SN F. Hogacs
N R Salazar

SM . Walinski
SN J. Whilleck Jr.
54 J. Conmalser

AN W. Melirory
BN R. Gowoni
SN 5. Maiocimn

B

SN K. Sgakl
5N [ Kearng
SN F, Bchudde

EN.J. Connelly
5N Viera
SN T. Rae




SA. Taylor
SN K. Stragbhasr

84 L. Gaskin




OPERATIONS

LCDR J.). Martin
DPERATIONS OFFICER

DEPARTMENT

RELIEVED BY

LCDR LW. MeLelben
OFERATIONS OFFICER







OC
DIVISION

Communications are the vodce of the ship and nowhere has
there been such a need to hear and be heard as was in the Gulf.
The Radiomen and Signalmen worked tirelessly to maintain the
maze of communications equipment so vital to our task, espe-
cially we shall not soon forget our first arrival on station. In
fact, they worked so hard that we not only communicated with
athers, but also spent much of the time talking to ourselves over
different circuits.




REMI L. Forrest
RM2 S, Kalisz, Jr

RM3F. MoCarmsll
M G, Rounbehler

i
'
P
FM2 W, Hroylos
EtMZE H. Spreen
AMI M Trapp
AME J. Wakden
"r
Sy -
HMC R. Vice RMOCE T, Griffitt AME E. Nelson, Jr.
AME M. Hicks
i
KM W. Flante:
RME G. Withrow

e,

EMC 2, MeCarthy




RSN J. Odetie
SM2 . Hatton

2

EMSN H. Ballamy
M2 L, Andergon

503 H. Bewall
SMISN K. Shuck

qu’j

SMSM H. Bimonean







OE
DIVISION

LTJG CL. Duetrick
NTDS MAINTENANCE
OFFICER

Our ship is a maze of electronic pear of all
types and the Electronic Technicians must main-
tain and repair a great percentage of it They
were severely put to the test during our time in
the Gulf and they met the demand each time with
tireless effort which kept us operating at all times.
As a matter of facl, they spent so much time with
their equipment that when we left the Gulf they
were almost overcome by the fresh alr and sun-

light when they came top-side,

Wil 1A, Manalieid
EMO




ETE1 P. Reichert
ETEI1 H, Fishes
ETR2E. Perez
ETH2 (i, Fueed

ETHLE Timglah
ETHI T. Tangen
[EY 5. Akin
ETNIE. Rich

e

DEC R Pogue ETCE.J. Camphie ]

ETHI W. Brown
[ETHI H. Blue
ETESMN D. Demnis
ETESMN H. Hawkins

ETNI.J. Rudell
ETHEM J. Eanes
52 05, Lord

D=1 L. Jeeger




D52 H. Souder
D52 A, Kesslor
DER J. Tohlins:

D=2 L. Perkell
DE2 0. Ackerman
DE2 F. Iding

(42 (7. Waughton
53 M. Hurst
DiEE J. Willcaaghby







The Radarmen and D&'s are the far-reaching eves and brain
of the ship. The job of tracking all the aireraft over the Gulf of
Tonkin was next to impossible, but these men kepl their equip-
ment operating constantly and made it all seem rather easy. To
help break the monotony of the strenuwous job, they took to keeping
such unusual pets as anteaters, alligators, and beavers. They are
now all authorized to wear a special medal awarded them by the

SPCA.

DIVISION

LT & P. Sundherg
CIC OFFICER

=g

ol 4

ENSM.C. Mayer]
ASST. CIC QFFICER




RINE . Hyan
RIH ®. Brenner
R 1. Butcher

RO 5. Shytles
RN J. Hoelzcher
RIM J. Fasier
RIM [ Yasoy

RN D). Rewm

RNl K. Tarmser
RIBL F. 'Wasson
RAD2 V. Barrell

HI G, Beckwith
Kl K. Buchspics
HIE E. Muller
R0, Ballik




ROET, Fries, Jr
HRLEH. Swart
ROG D Darsey
ROE . Davis

RLG P, Kesler

KOS, Keid

RSN T. Melichee, Jr.
RD3 M, Aabrey

RD3 R. Evans
RDEN A. Hodf
RO M. Barows
RD &R Lelievre .

O3 G, Miller
KO3 5. Kegley
RD3 . Ralkowski
RDAC. Ryle




I:
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RIS E. Therps
ROSN [k Eneix
RDEN J. Mazeen

RO 0. Walker, Jr.

w_mu.
2

RD3 L. Havey

RSN C, Mpers

RN R, Parzyeki

RN I, Seaver
ol

RI¥N H. Bruce




ENGINEERING

LCDE N.C. Barker
ENGINEERIMG OFFICER

DEPARTMENT







M and B
DIVISION

18 , 4ok LTHE W.E. McClure
The Machinist Mates and Boiler Technicians MPA

are the sirength and muscle of the ship. They pro-
vide the power and energy we need to operate all
our equipment and to move through the water. We
gteamed over 59,000 miles during thiz deployment
almost without mizhap. Of course, after they built
their own “mountain-dew" still prior to our arrival
in San Diego, they went on to greet our new Captain
by painting our Port side in their own [ashion,




MMZ M. Peterzen

L ] 1
v MM L. Sposato
MM M. Karodczak
ML & Shoenake
n ix ¥
1 MM J. Mcllrath
MM2IL French

S

"
i’
M2 B Sheldon
MM, David
MM ). Stringer
Il never spill amcther drop!
w

Mna T, Jobmson

FN W, Unyerferth

WM i Bozarih 1
.

-
b 5

[
:

-
-

i

=

-
_ mbda J, MeCamey
MIMIC J. Hesser M3 K. Masterson

BIBIE W, Gkzemore

b R -
MMEFMN M. Whitsker :
MM Cole |
: e i,

MM G, Rex

i

MMCH 5. Nelsan




b H. Wiist
F A O Ehea

Fi L, Batls
Fix B Willitord

FAC. Jasger
Fa G, Payne

Fa D, Wrresinski
Fa . Bemmett




BTCS H. Anderson

.

ETC John=on

r O

BTz L. Smiih
BTZ E. Willtams
BT3 5, Grigshy

ET3 . Shipbon
ET3 ]. Bakuls
ET1 R Kalweat

BTE R Maiers Jr
ET: E. Andrews
BT A. Liewis

BT1W. Waternan
BT1 .. Bile Jr.
ET1 Ik Casileberry
BTE W, Twitty

ET2W. Conk
BT2J, Clyde
BTz M. RHockwell .Ir.
BTER. Bekch

4

4]

4
i
7

E




BT W. Masers
HTE Borgmian
HTZ L Chrigty
ETIW. Mahs

BT . Bacho
BT3T. Glack
FId A Liggett
FI A, Chatfield

FM W, Ripley
FM (. Kach
F™ [x Griffath
F™ E. Coleman







REPAIR
DIVISION

"

LT J.1. Tocker
LR

Repalr Division is responsible for operating and maintaining all
the auxiliary equipment on board, as well as repairing all physical
damage Lo the ship. They also provided men for our helicopter crew,
bul their biggest job always seems to lie in the head line, and they are
now known as the Ex-Lax Boys throughout the ship. Their favorite pet
is “puff” the fire-breathing dragon who lives forward and who is Loo
hot under his collar for his own good.




EN1 Brwers

DL FE. House
MME Et. Bechtobd
8FFE N. Hanzen

MIME Ik frrabam
ENZ ] Simpson
M2 F. Kester
MM K Eeene




M Haller
(72 0. Shepard
EFM2L. Gatlin

L

MMC ). Shank
MMz L, Wesaly
SFPEW, Pappdr.
SFMa ). Zarn

EXNG A Myers

D M. Bloomield
FN.J. Winterion
FI H. Salvers

FN W, Limch

Fa . Carlson
Fa.l Wiseley
N H. Langton







E
DIVISION

BELENAP needs as much electricity as a small eity, and in-
tra-ship communications are essential both during normal and bat-
tle conditions. These are the services provided by “E" Division,
Theirs iz a constant and never-ending job producing a number of dif-
ferent kinds of power, some of which cannot vary as much as a half
eycle to keep the complex computers working properly. The people
aboard the ship get o used to having power that they often tend Lo
forget all about the seldom-seen electricians, so “E' Division
staged 8 demonstration for our new captain off Hainan Island to
prove their indispensibility. And the IC gang finally fixed the JC
circuit after it was all over.

EME H.B. Hall, il
ELECTHICAL OFFICER




21 V. Bodrey
L3 01, | emenl
103 G, Hiltbald
155 A, DVKaty

[ Stanl

[ Kohertson
FOFN K. ArmsErong
ICF™N . dalles

ICFN W. Smith
ICE . Buckley
FROE, Dl

EMFN It Laut




EAlL H, Pryor
EMI E. Shires
EM2 E. Elom

EMLUS W, Morgan
EMZ2 R Tayior
EMIP. Fiegel
FI¥ K. Molaughy

EM2R. Fipp
EXMEFN Wilson
EMFN I Nash







SUPPLY

DEPARTMENT







SUPPLY
DIVISION

The Supply Division provides the ship with cooks, launder-
erg, and all the esgential materials from toothbrushes to tubes,
from paper to pipe, In the Gulf, they served five meals per day,
a2 well as providing a constant flow of baked goods and coffes
for our busy Helo crews and passengers. They also provided
such good laundry service that the word got out, and more and
more of the Helo crews showed up with their week’s dirty wash
under their flak vests, It required a constant flow of parts to
help our technicians keep our equipment on the line, but Mr,
Buffoni's men will always be known as NIS-men.

ENSG.C. Bunting
DISBURSING OFFICER




5H1 B. MeCurdy
SH1 G, Faoster
SHES L. Johnson

SH3 L. Strawn
5H3 ). Machado
& . Jaliano

SMH, King
5M D, Cristoforo
5N L, Koehler

SKI1 1. Larders
SEI1 M. Wiands
SK2J. Maulas

BKS F. Slefles
K3 L. Presberry
RS J. Pelkam

S Wesd
M . Kinna
SKEN R Baldwin

DEC A. Tierney




521, Corwin
CE A Ercia
U2 H. Beck
R A Danels

CEI D Jarvia
51 E. Koelowski Jr
&N . Barnhart

CEC 0. Davis

SR Callo

A0 A Dhela Raga
AN . Magdamit
SN P, Lociann

T4 L. Dimébamita
Ta N, Diesiro
S0d M. Caymod
A L. Gande

SN 1L Tucay
T™ A Gkhba Jr
TA B Moceds
TN T. Esirellon







NAVIGATION
DEPARTMENT







mILYI A |
DIVISION

rd

LT R. Rimg. IT1 8.1
MEDICAL OFFICER

Quartermasters, Personnelmen, Yeomen, Postal
{(lerks, Corpsmen, and even Aerographers make up
NX Dhvision, They puided us along our way, did our
paper work, handled our mail, treated our colds, and
watched the weather, but they also handled the wvital
task of histing all the flight plans of the strikes over
MNorth Vietnam including all the last-minute changes
as members of the Air Operations team. But they will
be best remembered for the interesting design they
ecreated on our charts during our transit from Mel-
bourne to Tahiti.




¥ME M. Worth
¥ME G Fecher
PN1.0. Pakron

P2 . Banches
HME W, Young
SN Martins




OM2 F. Hartwig
OMI L. Wilking
QA1 .. Franklin

QMOS H. Supges
AL Graham
QM3 W, Keller
QMEN W Fulp
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HELO OPS

The Helo crew, comprizsed mainly of Deck
personnel, could take aboard, fuel, and send
& hely in 5 minutes. BELENAP's helos zaved
two pilots during the croise. Also, precious
mail and high-priority repair paris came
each morning by air. Well over 300 landings
were made on BELKNAP's busy deck.




AT SEA

REPLENISHMENT










WBEL

The ship's radio station pro-
vided ws with entertainment
throughout our cruise. They played
everything from Hillbillv to Haydn
as well as the news. The guessing
games gave us all a lot of fun, even
though the wardroom notoriously
out-scored the rest of the ship.













CROSSING THE LINE

23 February 1968
000° OO'N 119° 05

The question was asked,
le “Who initiated whorm ™ *

-
it

answer.  Special

Hall). However,

on the [oose,

Pollys fought long and hard,
gave a winning show, hot

Tﬂ"& when they tried to sit down
on the 24th, they knew the

goes W our own Sheriff of
Nottingham (Squire O°'Leary )
and the Defiant One (Ens.

winner was Old King Mep-
tune, himself, for he now
has the f{rustiest crew of
shellbacks around
BELENAP and woe to any
and all Slimy Pollys still




DEPARTURE

It was a warm day on the 5th of September 1967, but there
were not too many people at the end of pier #20. There was a
band, some line handlers, and a few dependents. Aboard
BELKNAP, it was a day of mixed emotions as she prepared io
set out on a cruise that would take her to the opposite side of the
world. There was much to look forward Lo, spending 78% of the
216 days of the cruise at sea, traveling more than 59,000 miles.
But on this day, most of our thoughts were turned back toward
home and those last few moments on the pler which would have
to last for the better part of a vear.

The band plaved the traditional *'Anchors Away,” the lines
were heaved off, “‘Underwav’’ sounded, and the USS BELKNAP
departed.




PANAMA AND
SAN DIEGO

We arrived at the Atlantic side of the Panama
Canal early on the morning of 10 September 1967 and
began transiting the Gatun Locks with the help of their
mechanical “mules” which handled our 8000 tons
with no trouble. For most of the crew, this was a new
and exciting experience, and the decks were erowded
with spectators and camera bugs throughout the dav.
Thal evening, we fueled in Balkoz on the Pacific side
af the Canal and started oot for San Dhiego

San Diego was filled with hot, bright sunlight dur-
ing our three-day stay there, and the crew had an op-
portunity to see the famed zoo and to visit some of the
many beautiful adobe churches that were nestled in the
cool shade of giant trees. Many also trekked down to
Tiajuana to take in a bocal bullfight. Thizs was our last
look at the continental United States for many months
to come,




HAWAII

BELENAFP pulled into Pearl Harbor on the morning of 16
September 1967 o commence a very pleasant four-day period
of preparation for our up-coming job and liberty,

Here, we found oorselves
simply more tourists among
many, many mare tourists ..
amnd most of us hit the beautiful
beaches as much as we could.




visiked the memorial in the middle of Pearl Harbor
which was impressive amd sobering in iis simplicity

relaved amidsl countless seenes of sseh picluresqee beauty that it was hard to believe that it was all neal




Waikiki beach with Diamond Head in the background,




Oahu proved to be an island of picture-post-card beauty,
with soaring clowds, warm sunlight, rich blue sky, deep blue
water, and thick green plants everywhere. There was more to be
seen than we could ever hope to cover in our short stay and
everyone has made plans to return for another look. A place like
this makes any idea of conflict seem out of place, and it was not
until we set out again that we actually reallzed that we were
really bound for war-torn Viet Nam. We slipped quietiy by the
Memorial and rendered the traditional salote to those men that
had long ago been lulled by the same beauty, only to be awakened
in a far more harsh manner. And then, we set out for the war,







We arrived in Yokosuka, Japan on the
24th of MNovember for a twelve-day R&ER
period that was most welcome after 44
dayz at sea. It was the coldest port we
were o visit and 1L was strange to be in
blues again,

We bought emough stereos, cameras, guns, clothes,
china, ete., ete, to practically sink the ship. We also ate
Bukiyaki, Teriyaki, and Kobe beefl washed down with often
teo much of that innocent, delicious Saki.
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JAPAN

Tokyo is a prime example of the strange
combination we saw everywhere in Japan of the
ancient and beautiful customs and traditions,
and the most modern of Man's fads and contriv-
ances. It Is only a very short jaunt [rom the
wooded Emperor's palace with its moats,
bridges, gardens and walls of almost indeter-
minate age to the ultra-modern, soaring con-
crete sweeps of the Olympic Stadium which is
less than fen vears bl




HONG KONG

We moored here on the 16th of January 1968, the
only port in which we had to moor out, but this was
made bearable by the constant and cheap waler taxi
service. We shouldered our way through the tecming
streets to have suits, shirts, jackets, pants, and shoes
tailored for us in only two or three days. We shopped
for pearls, opals, jade, ivory, walches and furg, all at
unbelievable low prices.




MW berritories

Tiger Halm Gardens

The oo dallar peoee

Mary See's side cleaners made Recves opvios,




HONG KONG

Hong Kong is one of the true meeting poinis
in the world, and we shopped alongside Australi-
ans and Britishers, while we danced in posh
nightclubs with Canadians and Indians. We ate
raw fish at the Tal Pak floating restaurant in
Aberdeen and then peered across the open plain
at the northern end of the New Territories at
Hed China, only to discover that it looked just
Llike our side. This city is very cosmopalitan and
geared Lo the fast-paced life of the continually-
changing crowds that fill it by night and day.
The buildings seem to spill off the land into the
water, and we marvelled at the floating sanpan
citles where many residents have never set
foot on dry land; even the sirport juts its run-
way out into the bay ag the r.*i'r,:.l seems Lo grow
before ones eyes. It was an exciting place to be
for five days.
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BELEMAFP saziled into Fre-
mantle {port of Perth) on the 28th
of February. The great thing about
Australia is the people. They hawve
a fresh, happy approach to life and
they welcomed us into their happy
lives like old friends in Perth, We
were immediately on a first-name
basizs with everyone we met and we
ran out of people to fill the numer-
ous invitations to “come and join
our family on an outing'” of some
s0TL.

Melbuurne we found to be quite
different from Western Australia
when we arrived on the 8th of
March. There i3 a great rivalry be-
tween Melbourne and Ridney, and
each ¢ity is striving to become
maore sophisticated than the other,
But even here we ran inte a happy,
friendly people enjoying the end of
their two-week Moomba festival
where everyone fell right into the
spirit of the aboriginal word which
means, “Let's get together and
have fun,’’ and it was not very hard
for us bo join in because we were on
our way home.

They are a sailing nation them-
selves mnd they thronged aboard
BELENAF (by the thouzands) to
“pive her & look." We =zaw and
fed some of their many animals,
and we drank many gallons of that
smoth Swan Lager amidst many a

“good on you mate,”










TAHITI

Although there was some in-
itial confusion about whether we
were going to Tahiti or not, there
was no mistaking where we were
when we arrived on the 19 of
March to the sound of multi-
rhiythmed druoms and swaying
Frass skirts.

We found the life on this French-controlled island to be
slow-paced and pleasant. Here, we bought shell necklaces,
wore flowered headdresses, and tried to dance the often
painful Tahitian dances atl the Taaone.

NS

Then, having traded away our last few white
hats for the red pom pom-topped French be-
rets, we sailed for our return throogh the Pan-
arma Canal and homse.










PILOT




ARRIVAL

It was a cold day on the 6th of April 1968 as
BELENAP returned to her homeport. There were
no doubts as to where all thoughts were turned as
everyone strained to pick out that special face in the
crowd that filled the pier.

There also was not too much to say; just a very
long time to make op for, . .

The happs hoard descends.

(Mo comaent b

—

and we did.

Charlie Jr.?

1ol







TS

CURTE “o0,
RED E:-Afraﬂu"

“#

LKMWMN&.“
?’.ﬁ M/Wﬂ - ” Ed
UST. D.ilhns

Bl . b




EME AR Liotard

L TR







%

UNITLETD

§

—
| TS =

| PAPEET
---fﬂ_ﬂ_

]

TAH







——— - - —

HAYPERS 3100, (1-54)

{Formariy '-"I!j ~DECK: LQG—REMHS SHET

USSML__ Z0NE DESCRIPTION -5 W DATE/%M‘ML_

Tﬂ:ﬁ

i =
fhayj (Date)  (Wonth)
nfmeﬂE—an_ﬁﬁgg J;ﬁ':?m-.i Gronr &M_m
POSITIGN TOME- = TiME i FERR Y. ToHE TimE [T :pnjsn'rm TONE TITME f.EI.'-EHI} itELEETIAu.
osDa_ .. % SRR, EICE TAE a000 - VA Lo A g by
L La® _*:-.-L.-' gy _3 o 1 .l‘:'-:-'.-n.n.r B 2 ._.lw“ -5'-"'-*-' By = - | - B-VESUAL: T
Ao JHEES 3 4 Vos? we' . e T W r_,.,. Chig e it &b R,

e 5 o

R, ?Eg Cfg{ O g o e i-'ff:r-%; F_ﬁ'

P '}”;ﬂ H‘i—'@ 4,7‘17'" ..f-'!"".:e" Iﬂ?mﬂ’ ,ﬂ,ﬁgz i
s ,—g@yﬁﬁ@

e

W J?'g- .#-'?',d :Eéﬂur

45
k)

: '&J&m@r&a“
-E""E"""'E':.-ﬂ? " =2
b

f?ﬁ-ﬂwaﬁ'ﬂ J!ﬁf@ﬁﬁﬂ t"'amw Mt

. Trese Lois Ay zﬁsﬁ?:r -ﬁ'a_&[x_w /{é@- f?r f?sr-?

@dﬂy%ﬁr V%f
= Lt

ﬂf@fﬁ' T«’:E-:r &MT Ziro A Mew Yomels ﬁ?,a;-—f

e Woern Veewn G vtres Sue Ceues Tatocy Zae Meer

7o Geerr 7ae Womay ASrmvest, Awo Fan Aer Arger

P XL

; R P
AL Lro77RY) A DN N s
ens i 7T '

q@; g Hi;‘}y" As BESORE,

T e BRI [

i I




